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Introduction
Probation is an option that replaces incarceration for someone convicted of a crime.  The judge dealing with a particular offense can sentence an offender to probation. During that period, the offender is supervised closely even though they are not in the custody confinement. There are two types of regulations applying to such probation. These are standard and special conditions. The two conditions can be applied, but they have variations from one state to another. Probation is mostly for criminals who have committed misdemeanor offenses (Phelps, 2013). This paper will explore the differences between the two conditions applying to probation. Furthermore, it will attempt to justify the need to meet the needs of the offender when imposing these conditions.
Difference between Standard and Special Conditions of Probation
Standard condition of probation is the most common type where an offender is placed under conditions in which they do not need maximum restrictions at the Juvenile Correction departments. They, however, require close supervision and a monitoring mechanism. The aim is to ensure community protection against the criminal and also ensuring a change in the behavior of the offender. Furthermore, accountability is ensured as a strategy to see to it that the offender completes the punishment intended even while outside the prison confinement (Epperson et al., 2014).
There are several conditions which bind an individual whenever a court issues probation. These are the standard conditions since they are the same whether we are handling a condition on probation, parole or supervised release. The conditions are reporting on probation as specified in the law without violation of the same. Allowing supervisors to visit anywhere, whether at home or elsewhere without inconveniences and remaining within the specified environment to make it easier for access as need arise. The person is also not allowed to associate with persons involved in the criminal act. Furthermore, submission to tests such as drug tests is required as specified and the offender is not to carry or be in possession of firearms and ammunition. These conditions are uniform irrespective of the crime committed and thus a total adherence is required on the part of the offenders (Glenn, 2018). This is unlike special conditions for probation.
Special conditions for probation arise when the court issues additional conditions. This is dependent on the type of criminal charge. The conditions might be any, some or even all of the ones mentioned here. These are community service hours which might be specified, drug evaluation to ensure the offender is not involved in some drug abuse. The offender might also be required to attend classes such as anger management and in case the offense committed is theft, then impulse control class is usually imposed as a special condition (Motivans, 2013). For criminals involved in domestic violence, related courses would be administered.
Special conditions of probation, unlike the standard one, vary depending on the offense in question. It is also clear that they are just additional conditions which therefore may not be standalone in terms of operation. This implies that you cannot apply them without standard conditions as probation terms. However, violation of these conditions would also result in the termination of the probation prematurely, the offender arrest without any warrant. This could also occur in a situation where the individual commits another crime while still on probation. We can, therefore, agree with the assertion that special conditions are a subset of the standard conditions (Taxman, 2012).
Is it beneficial and necessary to meet the needs of offenders when imposing conditions? If so why?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a dire need to meet the needs of the offender. This is true even though the level to which those needs should be met also vary depending on the type of crime the offender did. For instance, you cannot deny someone basic needs such as food and shelter even when they are in prison. Such needs are crucial for the survival of the offender now that the aim is not to kill them but to correct them and thus ensure safety in the society (Maruschak, & Parks, 2012). Other needs such as medication cannot also be denied. If the offender is not considered, then the aim of probation may fail. It is necessary as well due to the laws which cleared stipulate the need for protection of human rights even when an individual is under arrest. Some offenders suffer from some medical conditions. In issuing both standard and special conditions during probation, such conditions must be well analyzed and considered to avoid violation of the rule of law (Taxman, 2012). After all, the offender is still a human being whose rights must be protected.
There many reasons why the offenders' needs must be considered to ensure that their rights are protected as humans. Looking into the needs of the offenders is a good strategy that can be used in making the offender to cooperate thinking that they are also listened to. It is a better way of getting information from the criminal (Maruschak, & Parks, 2012). Someone would be willing to share when they are involved unlike if their needs are entirely unconsidered. In fact, to put it in a better way, the conditions stipulated must be accepted by the person involved before they start the probation. Otherwise, the process won't be effective. The judge is allowed to impose the conditions either as stated in the law but they can also impose a range of conditions after listening to the offender who must be allowed to defend themselves.
However, even as the offender’s needs are considered, some precaution must be exercised. This is because this is someone who is to face punishment for the wrong done. Giving them a lot of freedom would make the probation lose meaning. Some of the requests might be contrary to what the law states especially concerning standard and special conditions on probation (Taxman, 2012).
Conclusion
In conclusion, standard and special conditions are important components in probation. They, however, differ significantly since special conditions vary depending on the type of crime done. It should be noted that a violation of these conditions during the time of probation is punishable. Furthermore, it is important to consider the needs of the offender but only to a limited extent which must be within the law.


References
Epperson, M. W., Thompson, J., & Lurigio, A. (2014). Walking the line: Specialized and standard probation officer perspectives on supervising probationers with serious mental illnesses. International journal of law and psychiatry, 37(5), 473-483.
Glenn W. (2018). National Institute of Corrections. Retrieved from: http://nicic.gov/
Maruschak, L. M., & Parks, E. (2012). Probation and parole in the United States, 2011. Washington, DC: US Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics.
Motivans, M. (2013). Federal justice statistics, 2010. Bureau of Justice Statistics. Retrieved from: http://www.bjs.gov/
Phelps, M. S. (2013). The paradox of probation: Community supervision in the age of mass incarceration. Law & policy, 35(1-2), 51-80.
Taxman, F. S. (2012). Probation, intermediate sanctions, and community-based corrections. The Oxford handbook of sentencing and corrections, 363-385.
